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A Copy of a wo 
VV herein ſevera!l Exceptions and «A rgu- 


nients, againSt the wnpoſition and uſe of he Ser- 
vice Booke in the Engliſh C ourches, are ſet forth 
and diſcuſſed. 


FI'Rs 


27> Hough I am ſenſeable of theill cnter- 

S224 tainement which the trueth inthis par- 
D23F8 ticular hath found with thoſe who are 
Foe wont to ſlight thegrounds which they 
& Cj - examine not,and of the reproaches, in- 
juries and dangers, whercuntothey are 
ELACY, who beare witneſle to it, yet every trueth is 
pretious and more worth then my name, liberty orlife, 
wh I have good reaſon to deſpiſe for his ſake, who 

hath fau9:4h himſclfe of all bis Glory, and humbled 
himſelfe to the death, even the death of the Crofle, 


| for mee, and therefore in aſſurance. of your unfajined 


Love of the Trueth, 8 of Mce for the Trueths fake: 
fo ſatisfie your earneſt deſire , I put Pento Paper for 
your help in that Queſtion, conceraing the Liturgie 
impoſed upon. the Churches, and uſed by them for 
folemne worſhippe i in Aſlemblies : Examine what [ 
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(4) 
write by the Scripture, as in the ſight and feare of our 
GOD, whoſe ycalouſie is made knowen from Hea- 
ven againſt thoſe who preſume to worſhippe him by 


- mens inventions and appoyatments, and if it agree 


with the Scripture , receave it for the Trueths ſake, 
ifnot, reje it. | 


 Gainſt this PrayerBooke divers men have ptea- 
Axa afrera different maner. Firſt, ſome Argu- 
ments are properto theSeparatiſts(quatalis) vis. That 
itis offered up ina falſe Church, Secondly, With a 
falſe Miniſter. 3. In the behalfeof the Subjects of the 
Kingdome of Antichriſt : theſe are properly theirs, 


/being the grounds whereupon they make a totall Se- 


paration fromall the Churches in this Land, as no 
Churches of Cunxisrt; thele I approve not, yet 
note them , that you may ſee upon how different - 
grounds the ſame Poſition is maintained by ſeverall 
perfons, and that you may be delivered from the pre- 


Judice which hinders many from receaving thoſe 


trueths,becaule they feare the reproach of Brownl/me.,. 
Secondly, there are other grounds which are com- 
mon toall that plead for the purity of Chriſts Ordi= 
naunces, and which docthnor neceſſarily inferre ſuch 
Separation , but onely ſeryeto ſhew the unlawfulneffe 
of that practiſe, and of our communicating therein, 
to which purpoſe I am ro fhew two things. : Firſt, 
Whar our exceptions ate againſt the Service Booke : 
Secondly, how juſt they are. per 
© Firſt, the exceptions againſt it, are ; Firſt, That 


Wo 4p it is deviſed by men;(viz.) other men whom'Godhath 


nor 
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(F)) | 
not cal edto ſuch a work as to invent formes of Pray-. jo die1.24d 
ers, which ſhould bee uſed by all the Churches in a I 
Land, for their Prayers: Secondly, That itis impoſed S 
upon the Miniſter and people of neceſſitie : Thirdly, we” 
Thar it is ſtinted both in matter 8 words, to be uſed 4h). p. 39 
without variation : Fourthly , 'That it is read out of © 4. 

a Booke that is many wayes faulty and corrupt. ; 
Secondly, the juſtneſſe of theſe exceptions againſt - 
 1t,may be declared by Reaſons. The firſt Reaſon, be= 1. &. 
cauſe God did never commaund to uſe nor promiſe to 4rovn.4pol. fil3 
except ſucha Worſhip. In whichreſpe& it isa mani- Feſ. 9-3-9. 2: p57: 
feſt breach of the ſecond Commandement, Exod, 20, +; Jobvy: % 6 
verl. 4.5-6. For if the Booke of Prayers were means 973: © 1 pa 
| of Gods worſhip, ordayned by God, ſurely he would Jv: Revny. Apo 
| have given ſome light and ground for them in his ©*'##" / 
' Wordin the okde Teſtament, if ever it hadbeen need- 
full ro have helped them with a forme of publike Li- 
turgie, God would have deviſed one for them , ox 
have given power tothe Prieftes and Levites to have 
preſcribed one to them, during the minoritie and Pe- 
dagogie of that Church. But wee finde no fyllable of 
apy ſuch-matter in all the Law 8 the Prophets : what 
formes arethere mentioned, are but for ſome ſpeciall 
occaſions, and commanded to the Church (which I 
pray obſerve) not from every ordinary Church Offi- 
cer, Prieſts and Levites, but onely from the Prophets, 
who had an extraordinarie and immediate calling 
from God, & who might as well deliver for Scrip- 
ture Oracles, the trueth of God taught by them, as 
any formes of Prayers or Prayſes. | 
But we ſee a Forme of blefling is- appointedto be 1,06j#7, 
: A3 uſed | 


| 
j 


NE I. 


1 


' 


RM lod: p 8.2. uſed by <Aaron and his Sonnes, Numb, 6.24. 25426. 
own): ful#/p.4 Thaetore a forme of praycrs my be appointed to 


the Miniſter. 


Anfov There is an apparant diffcrence betweerze Prayer & 


| fl pas Blefling, inthe ſence of that place; for Praycr is ex- 


Kev: 


preſſed from men to God, but blefling in the ſence 
of that place is pronounced from God to man, and 
therefore the Lord ſaith , Thus [halt thou blefſe the Chil- 
dren of Iſraell,and [ay untothem,ver(.2.3. not unto God, 
And So/omon uſed adifferentgeſture in praying, and 
in bleſſing the people,tonote the difference berweene 
them, for in praying for them he kneeled, x, Kings 8. 
4+5- but hee ſtood up when he bleſſed the Congrega- 
tion, ver/.55. according tothe rule Deutronomie 10,8. 
SY Secondly, if that bleſſing were a Prayer, yet it 
will not thence appeare that ſer formes. are lawfull; 


'F4.7 1,ol. v.22. for there are who give diyers reaſons to prove that 


IF ofnſ.of nit! Zeit: Moſes in that place did not preſcribe unto the Prieſts 


($&oo. mob} j-479-aforme of wordes whereunto they mult bee tyed in 
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blefling of the people, but only gave them arule or 

direQion according to which they ſhould blefle them; 

norcan the contrary be proved from the Scripture, 
FA Thirdly , If it were a ſtinted forme, yet it was 


of. hodl. pan: not deviſed by men, but by God himſelfe, who com- 


manded Moſes to appoint Aaroz thus to bleſſe the peo- 
ple. From Gods appointing a forme of words of his 
owne deviſing, to bee uſed in bleſſing of the people 
in his Name; it will not therefore follow, that man 
may appoinr a forme of words deviſed by other men, 
to be uſed by the Miniſter praying in the name of the- 
Congregation to God. 


Afr 


(7.) 


A ſet Forme is uſed in finging of Plalmes; Ergo, 2,0bject. 


it may be uſed alſo in Prayer. 


Singing of Pſalmzs, and Praying , differ many eAuſov. 


Wayes : 

Firſt, many Plalmes are for Inſtruction onely, 
wherein is not a word of pctition, and thoſe Pſalmes 
which cotainePrayers,are written for our inſtrution, 
& ſerve to teach us in what maner we ſhould pray on 
like occafions, Co/.3.16. as all Scriptures were writ- 
ten for our learning , Row. 15.4+ andare profitable to 
teach, 2..7imoth, 3. 16. But as the reading of them 
isnot the praying of the Church, ſo neither is theſing- 
ing of them, which is but loud ſpeaking as it were in 


a certaine harmonie or tune, the Church praying ; ' 


for inſtance the 102, Plalme, is intitled 4 Trayer of 
the afHlited, yet it was not impoſed or deviſed to bee 
laid by every man for his prayer in' afflition, but it 


ſerves to teach us in what maner we ſhould powreour 


eur complaints before the Lord inſuch caſcs, and we 
may» if wee will, take ſuch expreſſions thence,as may 
beſt ſuite with our occaſions, not ſtinting our ſelyes 
_ to thoſe words alone. | 

Secondly, in-Prayer, the Miniſter alone uttereth 
the wordes, the people adding their .Amen inthe end, 
x Cor. 14. 6.but in ſinging, every perſon in the Church 
pronouceth every word and fillable aloud, and ina 
rune, Ergo, there is a neceſfitic of having formes of 
Plalmes ſet downe in words, not ſo of Prayers. 

Thirdly, the Pſalmes are parts of Scriptures, where- 
ia God ſpeaketh unto us, teaching and inſtrutting us,. 


. & we our ſelves, 8 one another.mutually, Ephef.5. 1 9. 
; | Collofe 


L 
A os. jughi. p 4 56 


* 


or 


Koo: pol ſp ! 


3 |; 
Aov: fraky: pM 7 


- +8.) 

II Colleſc 3.16, thercfore it is neceſſarie to be expreſſed in 
'® &oin'- fn! 3.5. wordes ; but in Prayer wee ſpeak to God, according 
\& --- ro ſeveral! occafions. 


T1 


4 * 
i] 


» Þ 
1$; 


'Þ - 4... - Fourthly, the Penmen of the Plalmes>werxe Pro- 
Mb oh: A pol: þ. 18  phets, extraordinarily affilted and immediatly by God 
A? deſigned ro that worke, {oare not the Authours of 
4 the Liturgic. | | : 

= -- 3.0bjett. A ſet Formeof Prayer was appointed to bee ufed 


' an aps. 91 When the Arke went forward, and when it reſted, 
WArifes cont: .253 Numb, 10. 34+ 35+ 36s 


x 


T ÞAnfov, Itdothnorappearethatit was appointed , the Text 


fb faith, <Woſes ſayd theſe vword:, but not that hee ap- 
4 | pointedothers to ſay ſo, whenſoever the Arke ſhould 
4 goc forward or reſt. 2. If Mofes did appoint it, 


> 


B) Room. Fpol LES: that is no warrant for us; for Moſes was a Propher, 
a and had an immediat commiſſion from God for what 
4 hee appointed in the houſe of God, Hebr.3.2. which 
| the Impoſers of the Liturgie can not plead. 3. This 

| Prayer .of Moſes was but on a particular occaſion, 

| and ( for ought 1 know) not uſed by others after- 
| wards: for wee finde no mention of it in divers re« 
moves of the Arke in 1oſuas time, Chap. 3.4. to Chap, 
'S 8. and in Samuels time, 1Sam. 4.7. and in Davids 
x time, 2 $4.6, 15. Now,to plead for the lawfulneſſe 
i! of a ſet Forme, deviſed and impoſed by other men, 

1 vpon the Miniſters to be alwayes uſed, from a'volun- 
| raric a&t of Moſes , uſed ona particular occaſion, bur 

\ not impoſed upon poſteritie ; what congruetie is 
; 1 . therein, judge yous _ : | 
k 4.05je#; OurSaviour Chriſt hath given a Forme of Prayer 
j lr” Cnfuk, pz to be uled by us, Math6. Lyke Il, therefore 4 Forme 
I:  ofprayer 
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(9.) 


of Prayer deviſed, and impoſcd by other men, upon 


the Miniſter, is lavvfull. 


- Ideniethe Argument, for will it follow that be- Aufiv: "A 
cauſe Chriſt may deviſe and impoſe a forme,therefore: £1. 44g! f.4 


men may doe it? to parralell this with other things, 
Chriſts ordinance can make the writings of the Apo-- 
ſtles a rule of Faith,can men make another Scripture? 
or canthey appoint their Homelyes to be uſed & read 
in the Churches as the Prophets 8& Apoſtles did their. 
writings 2/Indeed, ſuch a pretence is put upon their 
Hommelic or Exhortation, added to the prayers ap- 
pointed for the laſt publike Faſts, that as the Apo- 
files wrote certaine Epiſtles , which they cauſed tobe 
read in the Churches , ſo certaine Apoſtalicall-men, 
had written this Exhortation ,: &c.”- You'may-reade 
thewords in the Booke whereunto I referre you, not 
having it at hand. Now if this Title-(v#z.) as Ape- 
ſtolicall men, they plead their right: to preſcribe 


 formes to the Churches , let them ſhew the fignes of 


Apoſlles, v/z.thart they. have heard and ſeene Chriſt 
as the Apoſtles did, CA&s 1:21.22. and 22:14:1 Jon, 
T-I. 2. that they have an immediate calling ,,notof 
man, norby man, but of Ghtiſt, Galt. 191. |. 
_.. Thirdly, that they have a general commiſſion to 
goe forth. into all the World, to plant Churches, and 
are qualified with the gifts of totgues, &c. for that 
purpoſe , Matth. 28. 19. 


- Fourthly , that they have infallible aſſiſtance of 


the ſpiritin all things they. impoſe upon theChurches, 
and Chriſts commaugd for the things: which they 
teach men to obſerve ard to doe, as the Apoſtles had, 
. | —. ACts, 15+ 


- 


- 
+» 


lawn "nap yh 


PRA - ARS Is ron » A >. Arie ro, 


WA | (10.) | 
- A, 15.28, lobn 16.13: Math. 28, 20, if not, theY 
* will be found falſe Apoſiles, Revel. 2.2, and muſt re= 
nounce that plea,elſe both their office & impoſitions 
are tobe rejected as Antichriſtian. Againe, Chriſt can 
appoint Sacraments which men cannot doe,yet theſe 


My who preſume to deviſe a Liturgie for all the Chur- 
| & ches,are ſo bouldalfo as to obtrude upon them, reach- 
=_— :.- a fi ignes v4, ſignificant ceremonies, as if the Sacra- 
1 'S - ments which Chriſt hath appointed, were not ſuffici- 
+ 7 _ ent for that purpoſe, in which reſpe& the Churches 


I'Y ought the more reſolutely to ſet themſelves againſtall 
| | humane devifes 8 incroachements in the matters of 


Þ Religion, leſt a newe rule of Faith in timiebe deviſed 

t | and impoſed by men, as it is in the Papacie. 

118 Secondly, what if this formebe not impoſed by 

0 Was to. pas . our Saviour tothe end that beleevers ſhould be tyed 
118; 


1; . onely to thoſe words in prayer, as indeed it is not, as 
'p wee ſhall anone ſhew, in anſwere ofthe firſtobjeRion, | 
is | of theſetond particular, in the third Reaſon: Will 
"mw this atall countenance the impoſktions of the Liturgie 
A; upon 'the'Churches ? not at all. 
) it 1 2A Aſecond Reaſon: becauſe it is Gods Ordinance that 
[! wy 4ps- p.:4- the Churches ſhould bee edefyed by their gifts who 
wn: miniſteruntothe;8 that inPrayer aſwell 'as in Preach- 
i ; 1. ing, which I ptove-in'this Order; Firſt, thatPrayer 
'þ [8 #pal 7.24. and Preaching in the'Church are two eſpeciall du- 
I}: oh} 12. pry: ties of the Miniſter, Ar 6.2.4, where Praying, could 
1 WO thee App not bee reading/Prayers out of a Booke, as neither 
-could the Miniſtery oftheWord, be reading of an Ho- 
"45 milic,'for-to:ſave Tables, would not hinder them 
j! {7 From: eyther « of theſe. 
l IP | - Second- 
wo 

| 


*: T7 


CEE) | Wks, 
Secondly , Chriſt fitteth all his ſervants with gifts = 
for the whole worke of the Miniſtri, Epheſ.4. 8.17.12. Srum tel p-6 
2 Cor. 3.5.6. he that hath made them able Miniſters &ov: «4. pgz 
of the new Teſtament , hath enabled them to pray , as | 
well as to Preach by their owne gifts; For Prayer is 
an. ordinance of the new Teſtament as well as Preach- 
ing , and they are made able thereunto, not by ſheys- 
ing the ſufficiency of other men, whole Prayer they 
read, but their ſufficiency is of God, enabling them- 
ſelves; ſo that , if any be nor gifted for thoſe workes, 
the Wotde doth not warrant the having of them for 
Miniſters of Chriſt , if they be endued with gifts fit 
for thoſe workes, the Word doth not warrant the pre- F 
{cribing to: them ſtinted Prayers or Homelyes, and _ Fi 
why may they not as lawfully commaund them to 4:0: 4p! .,j 
Preach by reading of Homelies,as to pray by reading 4. [, | 
of the Liturgie? _. 
Thirdly , The manifeſtation ofthe ſpirit,cvery gift 3- 
indeclaring whereof the ſpirit is manifeſted, is given Sn... 
not onely to ſome men thar livedin former times, but | 
to every man,much more to the man of God to profir 
with all, 1 Gor. 12. 7, For whatis there fayd of ex» 
traordinarie gifts, holdes by proportion in all gifts , 
eſpecially Miniſteriall: but what Miniſterial gift is ex- 
exciſed and manifeſted in reading Prayers, which eve- 
ry childe of 12 or 13 yeares ode , is ſufficiently able - 
to doe, $0.” . = 
Reading of Scripture is a Miniſteriall dutie, and 1.,0bje&#Y : 
therefore why not reading of Prayers alſo 2 | 
Between publike reading of Scriptures, & publike 490% | 
_reading of Prayers, there are at leaſt two differences. 
B z Firſt, 


(12.) 
Firſt , the publikereading of Scripture is Gods Ordi.. 
nance,'(ſo is not the other: ) The reading of the Law 
and Prophets is mentioned as parts of Gods publike 


worſhippe, A&s 13.15. Butthcre is no mention from 


Moſes to Chriſt, of any Liturgie deviſed by man,which 
might not have beene conſcaled,if it had bene for the 
edification of the Church, to fet up fuch meanes of 
Gods worſhippe as Liturgies read publikely for the 
Prayers of the Church. Secondly,Reading of Scrip- 
tures ſimply conſidered in it felfe, in the publike Af 
ſembly, is not the proper worke of the Miniſter, but 
may be done by any member , whom the Church 


ſhall appoint thereunto, though hee be no Miniſter, . 


as the maner is inthe Reformed Churches beyond the 
Seas,but the reading of the whole Liturgie is not per- 
mitted to every man, but only ſuchas are made Mini- 
ſters by the Prelates : now ſeeing they make ſuch ac- 
count of this pecce of ſervice, as to appropriate it to 
the Miniſter to read the Liturgie, and to: binde him 
ſo {trialy to the uſe of it, as they doe, it*concernes 
both Miniſters and People, to ſee that it bee warran- 
ted by the Worde, ſoto be uſed inthe Churches. 

The reading of the Liturgie, hinders not the uſe of 
their owne gifts afterwards in' the Pulpit. 

If the Word enjoynes 'the exerciſe of his owne 
eiftin Prayer as well as in Preaching, & doth not give 
warrant tothe introducing of any other formes,. by 
mens deviſe and appoyntment,. wee muſt be carefull 
:S not rotake-from:the Word any ordinance of God, 
ſo not to addeto the Word,as meanes of worſhipping 
. - Godby thedeviſes & appointment of men. 2. Ifthey 

| [hs may 


mw — 
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(13.) 

may limit them in theDeſke , why not inthe Pulpit 

alſo? 3. The Canon alſo ſtintes them accordingly a 5. 

forme alwayes to be uſcd in the Pulpit, ſee Canon 5 5, 

as well as in th- Deſke, & in Norwwitch Dioceſe that 

forme is preſſed upon the Miniſter in the Pulpimnd 

Canonicall obedience binds the thercunto, who have 

yeelded themſelves to be governed by. theſe Canons 

8 Conſtitutions,ſo that at laſt the Church will come 
:; to be wholy deprived of the profit of their Miniſters. 
? _ gifrs, and Chriſt of the honour of them : for who ſees 
' Not that the impoſing of Prayers deviſed by other men 
; upontheChurches,to be uſed by allMiniſters ordina- 
ry for theirs & the Churches Prayer, doth much de- | 
_ from the honour, fruit , and benefite of Chriſts Jad: +. /l l 
Aſcenfion into Heaven, & from the lovegcare, & boun= </-.3. #2441 
ty that he hath, and ſhewes continually to his Church 
upon Earth, giving gifts to men, for the worke of the 
Miniſteric, and the profite of the Churches, Epbs4.8.. 
and the r3- x Coy. 12. 4.5.6. with Mat: 28. 20+ 
| The thirdReaſon : Becauſe God hath appointed ,, A. 
other helpes for Prayer, (which are ſufficient without i 
; this, ) Firſt particular, the holy Ghoſt is given to 1 £ ' 
; teach us to pray as wee ought 3. Rom, 8.26. the ſpirit Keb-pol- 1» 24 
| helpes our infirmitics, who knowes not how to pray” Jok. Gr: Ie p24 
as wee ought, How doth it that 2 not bya Bookein 
reading, whereof the Miniſter offers up his owne, and- 
; the Churches Prayer to God, ( for that will rather 
| helpe rhem to more infirmities, and leſſe abillities in: 


Prayer)but it ſelf makes requeſts ; firſt, it provokes us 
; to pray, and tels us as it were within, what we ſhould 


pray, or friameth ſuch defires within us by which wee: 
 PERECER 


. 


Ked I RRC 


B 3 requeſt: 


z Object. 


a_ 


(14) 
requeſt God, as Expoſiters of the beſt note interpret 
that place. 


A Prayer made by others,and read out of a Booke, 
may be ſayd to be made by the ſpirit of Gad : Firſt, 


becauſeir aſſiſted him that made the Prayer : Second- 


ly, becauſe the ſpirit ſtirreth up his affetions who 


reades the Prayers. | 


eAnſov. 


| | 00; Fudhy. p. 472 


; ob: Apd: F 24- 


2 Object, 


This Objection the Apoſtle ſeemes to prevent when 
hee faith, The Spirit it ſelfe makes requeſts for uh, viz. 
the ſpirit alone, either immediatelie ( or by meanes_ 
ſanRified and ordained by himſelfc) makes requeſts 
forus, viz, who ſet our ſelves to pray (though with 
many infirmities) which alſo the worde following in-- 
timates, when hee gives this for the reaſon, why the 
ſpirir helps our infirmities , for ſaith hee, Wee know 
not hovv to pro as vue ought. But if ſuchread Litur- 
gies were ſufficient, it might bee ſayd, though wee 
know not how to pray as wee ought, yet thoſe that 
made the Liturgie knew how to pray , and wee pray 
their prayers ; whence it will follow, that it is not ſut- 
ficient to the intent of that place, that others were 
aſſiſted in making the Prayers which were read, and 
that our affections be ſtirred up in reading thoſe Pray- 
ers, unleſle our underſtanding be directed, and our 
affeions quickned by the holy Ghoſt,to expreſſe by 
our owne gifts, our owne requeſts when we pray for 


others, or for our ſ{clves, and that this is the true 


meaning of praying in the ſpirit, & in the holy Ghoſt, 

will appeare in Gallat. 4. 6. Epe/. 6. 18, Jude verl. 20. 
I Cor, 14. | | 

The Prayer of the Miniſter is deviſed by:man,vz, 

| himlelfe , 


- IIB 


id toe Ln ” o - 4 et 
0 4 on » ? bi 24 , PI 
an” £45 —_ Eo we. 
< LAY ph * 
©, wy FP .. s 
6” 


(1F-) | IE To ran 
himſelfe, and the people are limited by his Prayer, 2.fof t- 
- as much as by a Booke forme. 

The Queſtion is not of Prayer deviſed by a mans 4yſov, 
ſclfe, or of limitting the ſpirit in the people , bur of 
Prayer deviſed by others, and impoſed, and of limit- 
ting the ſpirit of the Miniſter ;the firſt is lawfull, the 
fecond finfull : for a man to deviſe his owne Prayer 
isadutic, x Cor.14-15. but to take up for his Prayer 
the deviſes of other men, 8 to be bound to a conſtant 
uſeof them ordinarilie,is no where warranted, Again, 
that the ſpirit of the people ſhould joyne with the 
Miniſters ſpirit in Prayer is an ordinance of Chriſt, 
who ordereth no more to their parts in that caſe then 
to joyne with him, and ſo teſtite it by ſaying Amen, 

1 C0r.14.16: and thereforeit cannot be properly ſaid, 
that theſpirit is limitred by his owne ordinance, bur 
when the ſpirit of the Miniſter is ſtrejghtened by 
formes preſcribed to him by men without Gods ordi- 
nance and appointment , then the ſpirit is limitted, 
and ftinted indeed, LL 

If the Miniſter prayes by a forme of his owne de- 3+ Object 
viſing, his ſpiritis thereby ſtinted, why may it not as 
well be ſtinted by booke prayer impoſed ? 

Although it be not ſafe fora Miniſter to limit him- cAnſov. 
ſelfe to one form of prayer alwayes, though deviſed by : 
himſelfe , yet the people may more ſafely joyne 
with him in that then in the other : for two Reaſons. 

Firſt, becauſe: that Prayer, being deviſed by himſelfe, L 
is an excrciſe of his gift in a meaſure, and his defet in _ 
not exerciſing it ſo much as hee ſhould. is his owne - 
perſonall finne, Secondly , becauſe it is not by _ 2 
autno- 


$2akd - 4 «= x52 PRI 
3. 4 NC a W—S Ik ds RS Ae 3 
LSE SLIT IO TE OT ALA PRI LS ets. . x "UF WEE" 
Red 


IE 
>”. "4 
"2 
RA ns wc : 
3 Ss bi itz. 


(16. 
Authoritie impoſed upon him to uſe:that forme , but 
;, wvoluntarilic taken upof himſelfe, in which caſe, firſt 
they ſubje& not themſelves to mans ordinace in Gods 
worſhip, as they doe in the other. Secondly, he may 
the next day alter his forme, {for ought the people 
knowes,) ſecing heis free to uſe _it or nor, but in the 
other caſe, they know no other Prayer can be expe- 
ed by the people,or may beuled by theMiniſter,then 
_, _ their Liturgie. 

4 Ofjecf, Tt aformewere not impoſed, bur every Miniſter 

$ {ii mn ns were left unto his owne way , great inconveniencic 

| hb far. would follow. . | 

þ eAvſo . Firſt, you ſee the Miniſter exerciſe their owne gifts 

& £2/--v. 57. p; In Prayer in the Pulpit, without any inconveniencie 
pw ofo forms if following upon it:ſhew a-reaſon why it is more incon- 
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T./.... i... Venicnt for them to take that libertie when they reade 
S om ee + inthe Deſke, then when they preach in the Pulpit 2 
Bi ww 2) + SEcondly ,, this objetion caſts an imputation upon 
mew 14495 dw: Chriſt and the Scripture » .as not baving ſufficiently 
WM provided againſt inconveniencies.in Gods worſhip. 


z.- _ Thirdly, if none bee admitted to the Miniſtry, but 


[1 


| thoſe whoſe fitneſſe for the worke of the Miniſtrie is 
| ſufficiently. knowen according to-Chriſts ordinance, 
| | this inconveniencie needs not to bee! feared. - 


1 0. Aſccondparticular: the Scriptureholdes forth the 
Kon Aly. forme of Prayer, given by Chriſt our Lord, fora rule 

»*/. $3. y.39 and patterne according to which our Prayer ſhould be 
| Le foby. p4ro Framed, Hatth,6,9, Inke 11.1.4: andthereforemen 

3 cannot adde other formes hereunto bytheir appoint- 
; meat without : injury and diſhonour to Chriſt our 
Lord: for will itnot lay an imputatio of impertection 
. upon 


WR OOO 


(17.) 
upon'the Rule , and upon Chriſt, as not ſufficiently 
provided for his Church? If a forme deviſed and ap- 
pointed by men be good, ſeeing hee hath left no rule for 
4t in the Scripture , which ſhould perfeAly furniſh the 
man of God to every good worke, (a) and is written to (a) 2. Tim. 
this end among others, that wee may know how wee 3. th 
ought to behave our ſelves in the houſe of God, (6) and { ; b mw 
therefore what is therein taught muſt bee kept without (:) 1 Tiz. 
ſpot unrebukeable, ro the appearing of Chriſt,(7) with- ,573-14- 
out adding thereto,ordeminiſhing from it, (4) and that ( rrp - 
under adreadfull penalty denounced againſt thoſe who zz. 
ſhall preſume to doe otherwiſe. __ _ 
.* Firſt Olje&jon, Chriſts appointing a forme, ſeemes to; 5. mk 
give allowance to formes deviſed by other men-, for it Gal.z.ry. 


ſhewes,that a Prayer not deviſed by a mans {elfe, may be {C) mw ! 


.offcred up to-God for a mans owne Prayer, and if that 

be ſo;why niay not other men deviſe aforme of Prayer, 

and impoſe it upon all tlie Churches to be'uſed in the 

publike Aſſemblies? EEE IST 

/[..If Chriſt had appointed this forme tobeuſed when ,,,/z,, 

.we-pray, as the wordes-ſeemeto intimate, 'Like 11. 2. | 

It will not thence follow that men may deviſe and im- 

-poſe their formes, but thoſe 2. things will follow upon 

At: Firſt; thatmen muſt ſee that Chriſts forme be uſed - 

in.the Church:vvhen they pray. Secondly, that no 

manipreſume to impoſe another forme of other mens 

devigng upon the Churct es; for inſtance, ſuppoſe God. 

.had appointed Aaron to blefſe the people alwayes in thar 

.forme of vvords ſpoken of Numbers the 6. Chapter,it- 

.would-thcnce have followed, that Moyfs mult fee to it 

that « aron uſed that forme,and might not ſufferhimrto - 

impoale any other forme of vyords to be uſed by the 
Eo nut: C -- Rn 
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(18.) 7 


F cf. 24 Pricſts;in;blefſing the people, Prayer was typed by.the 


| inſence or perfame, whichievery Morning and Evening 
! was burnt-beforc the Lord, Exod, 30. 7. 8. compared 
” with Pſalm. 241. 2. Now, when the Lord had deviſed 
| andappointeda-perfumezall men are forbidden'to make 
a compoſition like that perfume, Exod.30.35-37+ fo if it 
1] could be proved,that Chriſt had made that formefor a 
F 1-4 Prayer to be uſed by the Churches, andby beleevers,al- 
1 wayes when they pray, the the offering up of any orher 
Tz I Prayers (made by others) or of our own devifing,would 
BY ſcemeto be asunlawfull, as the offering: of ſtrange ine 
Wt --::.: ſence , Exod, 30.9- ob ar arms VAT 
$-% -. - Secondly, though-ir betrue thar Chriſt give us 1i- 
, « Js / 


7*;. ty. -22.- bertie to-uſe that fora Prayer,being.uttered with under- 


DN 15: ſtanding, yet his purpoſe is thereby to: dire us howto 


= c—_— 
as 66 E I by 
Pp þ a = 4 _—_ morn; "When 


'_ 2*P("5" frameall ourPrayers,and not to tyciustofayoverthieſe 
 - Sdvip 4g. 9. [s:for our Neale may pions by theſe reaſons: 

E | |. Firſt, becauſe allthecircumſtancesinboththeEuange- 

' wn Apel.p.6)- liſts, doth lead us to underſtand itthus, forin. Marhrwt 

| Hr fpeyrv iris.part of /Chrifts Sertnion wherein het ſhewes, how 
 *' * © © Almes,andFaſtings,&Prayer,are to beuſet aright'with- 

B Joon 4 out Ambition, Hypoatiſfic,/Babbling., and: in Lud: 

Wi ſhcwes them haw:to:come to Godl ih Prayer,,' as'Priztids 
WC - to their Friends as Children to:their:Parents aking 
 * ! - Bread,Fiſh; &c. and making their:requeſtskiowne'td 
EE God, according:to'particularwants in Faith, "Hope, 
2: Loves &c-: Secondly } becauſeithe two' Evaripelifts: 

wn Apol-p 5- doth not tye themſclyes to theſamewordes, ornitmber 

In. Fe. y.38- of wordes,iprecordingthat forme of Prayer, whicktnay 
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(19-) 


| Thirdly; becauſe-the Apoſtles-did not bind themſelves 
: to thoſe words, butuſed others, according to their ſeve> Sun. 4pol p i 
rall occaſions, and taught the Churchesto whom they Sy. fs, rl 


wrote (not) to ſay over thoſe wordes; but according to 
their neceſhties and occaſions, to ſhew their requeſts 


unto God; in all maner, prayer, and ſupplication in the 


ſpirit, 8&c. Bug if Chriſt had tyed us to the uſe of thoſe 
words, in that mimber and order', then it would bee a 
finne to pray at any time without ufing thoſe order, 
for hee faith, When you pray , ſay onr Father. 
 To:conclude thispaſſage: If Chriſt, who is the Lord 
and Lawgiver to the Church, and knowing the minde 
of His Parkes, was able to frame a perfe&and abſolute 
Prayer for his Church, yet did not holde it meet to tye 
his people to thoſe wordes alwayes which himlſelfe de- 
viſcd; bur lefe:the-Churthes free therein; much lefſe 
may any man-impole their deviſed formes tobe uſed of 
necefſitie,, ordained in the Charches. © © © ® 


: : tobn; ravghe his Diſciples to prays Luke LIT: theres 2.ObjetR. 


fore tinred Liturgics are lawfull- 


< a 


- It dothnotappeare inthe Scripture, how Jobn tan ht Anſov, 


bis Diſciples to pray, whether by giving them ſome” 
rules and dire&ions; what petitions they ſhould put up, 
and in what'maner, or by compoſing aformefor them; 
if the former be meant., ſo may any man reachanother 
to pray, and thoſe thar have the education, & inftruing 
of others; opght to teach thoſe under their charge, 
bur that will give no/countenance to ſer formes,whereof 
the queſtion is. Againe, ſuppoſethat /obxdid propound 
ſome maner or forme of Prayerfor the private uſe of his 
Diſciples, ye it dothy not ſervers juſtifie the Liturgte 
in inqueſtions For, firſt, the times are not alike forRe-» 
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3- Prayers, Thirdly , the matter of them is not alike, for 


(20. ) 
ligion among the Tewes ,was then ſodecayed; that itis' 
moſt probable that therewere but few which hcld the 
right order of Prayer. Secondly, thepromiled Redemp- 
tion being thenat hand, itwas neceſlarie thatthz mindes 
of the faithfull ſhould-be ſtirred up to-hope and defire 
of the ſame.; now, ſuppoſe 104», into divers places of 
Scripture,did fit ſome Prayer to thetime,and tothe ſpi- 
rituall kingdome of Chriſt , which hee now beganto rc- 
veale, what is this to our times, who have a forme of: 
Prayer ſufficient for our direftion and helpe, this way 
taught by Chriſt himſelfe, which they wanted in Johns 
time, elſe I belceve 1ohn.would have ſpared his paines in 
in this, and have referred themthereunto 2? Secondly, 


- the manerof propounding them is not alike, for Johrs 


indeed taught his Diſciples hovv to pray in private,but 
did nort'tyethem to thoſe very words without variation, 
which may be thus evinced: Chriſt taught his Diſciples 
ro prayaas 1obz taught his, but Chriſt did not ſo, tye his 
Dilciples, as hath beene proved: therefore 79b.did not * 


* his, and who can Pye that 10h preſcribed them to uſe 
0 


his words at all, for hee might give them a forme of 
words yvhich they vyere not. to uſe for their prayers, 
but to. learne from. thence, how. to order their owne 


' prayers : and ſo the Pfalmes, which are Prayers, ſerveto 


teach us how to-pray in like caſes, C0/.3.16., & many 
Prayers,printed by good men, may be uſed by thoſe that 


,are ignorant, to ſhew them hovv their Prayers ſhould be 


framed, provided that they tye not themſelves -to'uſe 


thoſe formes for theirdaily prayers ; but the Liturgie,in 
- queſtion,.limits all the: Churches to one forme to bee 


uſed of neceſſitie every Lords day for their -publike 


lohs. 


(214) 
Joba:taught his Diſciples to: pray for fuch things as a- 
orced with the minde of God in the Scripture, elle - 
Chriſt would have vvitneſled againſt.that evill; and not: 
have taught the Diſciples to pray as Job» taught his,bur 
the Liturgic in queſtion, impoſeth. ſuch Prayers upon 
the Churches, vvherewith a Belcever cannot. joyne in 
faith, as ſhall:be ſhewed inthefixth Reaſon: . F 
- Ocher Reformed Churches haue formes:. Ergo, they. 3. 0bjer? 
are lawfull.. RES ; 053% = 
Firſt, wee arenot to conſider what other Churches <Ar/vv. 
doe, but: what they ought to doe, tand wharithe Pri: 
mitive'Churches, planted by-the Apoſtles, (did, whoare 
patternes to them and us.. Secandly,.thoſe formesare 2 # 
not impoſed upon-all the Congregations:of neceffitic,;. wiv. = %4 : 
tobe.uſed as theſe are, but are) letifree; asappeares in! £<f 2 p24 
the Libertie they'take in; that particular without rebuke. Þ 
in:the Low Countryes. ©: oe ne nt 0 i 
Publike Prayers offered up by. the Miniſter in-4-Re9»- || : 
Church Aſſemblies ; muſt be framed according to the 2rvn. 4p! of 
preſent and (everall occa(ions of theChurch and people, {-#/4+ | 
of God, {as alſo mens private Prayets ought to be orde- 
red) which can not be done when: men are ſtinted to 
thoſe formes;.for. inſtance, the Church. prayed: accor- 
ding to the occafion, when one was to bee left in the 
place of 1udas, 4Gor. 1.34 and when the Apoſtleshad 
beene threatened by the Counſell; 4&5 4-24« apdwhen 
Teter was in_priſon;,,4fs 12.5. Inlikemaner Paul in- 
treats the helpe of their prayers in [requeſts fytcable to 
this occaſion, Rom. 15.3043 1432+ 2+ Theſe 31:25 and this 
is implycd when all Beleevets arecalled upon to watch 
unto prayers: 1. Ph 4s C43 Cl 
: Ez. =—_. 1 


(22. 
| Obie, HntheLiturgiethereareprayers for many occaſions, 
t as, change of Weather, times of Warre, Peſtilence, 
Famine , Viſication of the ficke;” Marriage, &c. : ©, 
eAifov, *Yertithereare many ether occafſons'of-panticylar uſe 
forthat Congregation,and for ethers, which tharBoske | 
6ints not at:;'as the chooſing of Officers,:as, Paſtors, : 
eachers, Elders/and/Deacons ,-bythe Church ,.and : 
©1545 , many othet cafes} whereim:the Church ſhould meet'ro= 
gether, according to Chriſts ordinance, beſide. thoſe . 
- - mentioned in the! Texr of Scripture before alledged. 
ForproofeofithisfgurthReaſojy; none of which ogca-- * 
ſions are/fitred ay vo” ogy Liturgie: 2:Thoſe: 
occaſions wheretiuto-lome Prayers are fitted, ſhould be | 
expreffed by the'Minifter in ſach words ag'imay have re- 
ferencer0qhefeveralt Narezandcanditions'of their ſe-- 
verall Congregations .refperivedly /'which is''parts of 
_ ..__ _ theirwatching over their flocke; itt the Booke doth 
<2: niot this,' nor can doe ms 2 
| 5.8e96n. "Boots thewoiſhipiof Godby tharRinted forme 
| Apel p +. whereof -our ueftions;, isthedeviſe of Antichriſt \cie 
WR. ; £61 +245 being nicerer aromas + pens ON Chur- 
E-« Suk p55: ehtgplanted-by cheApoſtles; and recorded in Scriprare, 
= MW ys oy Irie ae eSngſtBer keighttn deli; 
| 153 ting times of rhe Church; it was receaved by litrfe and. 
= _ liere,rill ar faſtit came tobe compleatly framed, ſtrictly 
ioyned; Vader uſed in the Papacy , as fer- 
W646 .p gc vie ne mainraing apceſticion; and'adambe dot], rea- 
 - | ding miniſtery;;/and to foutiſh people in ignorance'of 
the'natareand right ufc-of Prayer ; the Maſle Booke is 
in Latine this Lirngic Booke is- in Engliſh ; the Maſſe 
Booke hath all the Prayers this Lizurgie kath, and ome 
more ; other differeaces I know not betweene ns 
CI» 


(32.) 


Therefore;:King Edvard. the (rith; inhis Letter to; the | 


"Devonſhire men, to.convitice them;thar their-Liturgio 
was-none Service, tels them, That it#5 ho other burithe 
olde, & theiſelfe ſametwhrds in Engliſh which were in 
Latine; fave afew things takenout;whichi were ſ>forde 
thatit was aſtiame to -heare them in TEND: and K 

lames ini a Speech of his. in Swtland 
Engliſh Eiurgie was, a0 fayd; CIO and this is made 
the firſt of the: xceptions'apainſt the;Common: 
Booke, which were briefly added troogin the. Abridge- 
ment., that it appdinteda Liturgie, whichinthe whole 
matter & forme thereof,is:too likeunto the. Maſſe Book, 


Biit the wordes and Petitions are-goodm thoſe Pray- I 


erg, therefore the. Booke maybe lawfully uſed. - 


- | Notall the words and Peritions ate gaad as will be An/ov. [ 
ſheweth i in:the fGixth Reafon.':Secondly'; good; words | 


exprefing good: Petitions!; arcigog Tuikcientito! prove 
that:their Prayers are good; Por, firlt,:a Prayer, imay be 
code Srivhou ovens; -asthetmnentalt Prayer of -4unch, 
IaFam (133154 Secondty; In ybcall Prayer more is 
rcquiredtdamake it thei goodwordswel Among 
| call hingpab chatitpiderttifromi the abilitrywhich 
the:ipitic of Godtbeſtowrnon hin who) ctexsahie words 
to-fit this requeſts; to thEpreſend 8 loom 4 *ſe 
DENTDPE $4 267 Peta po\ 7 2 15331001 


::: Some of thofe Exited in oi Airy ds ef for a Obje? 
witneſſing againſt Anteohrift3-pleadedfoi' this Eiure 5. Gu ren 


picin:Franke/orde, andinthebegomingtof this Reforitz: 
tin, godly:men approved:it, andrejuyced init; and | 
ſiace holy.men have ale &efondedir; thereforeir Vnby 
Anvridily he ulſed-i:.-0111 31 DILOW BOW I 


2yd; That: their | 
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Las .cenſciences arc afraid, &to give untous tharour pray 
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* (24.) 


| diftintlyT anfwere : Firſt}, that*the Booke then pleas 


dedfor , was made in:Edvvard the fixts time, and againſt 
it Mr. Knox and others witneſſed in Frenckeford ; yea, 
though his life was indangered thereby,;and the looſing 
of his eftare followed uponir,yet he would not receave 
it into the Church, though ſome pleadedfor it, who 
were not fo throughly purged from all Antichriſtian lea- 


 ven;, as:was to: bee wiſhed ,. rhough/ they witneffed a 


good confeſfion againſt the Maſſe;and Tranſſubſtantia- 
tion, &c.- Secondly, Inthe beginning of the Reforma- 
tion, godly-men'rejoyced not fo muchin the Prayers, as 
that the worſhipof: God wasfelebrated:inour owne 


\5; Language, whereas before irwas in Latine, which few 
. - underſtood. Thirdly, holy mens uſing and defending it 
** 2) theſedayes, doth nor prove it more lawfullthen Po- 


ligamy.and thetaking of. Concubines was'to'the Fa- 
thers before Qluiſt ;which theyuſedl and were ready;to 
defend, if any had ſpokenagainſt it: inthoſe dayes the 
hvly Apoſtles are not to be-followed-otherwiſe then 
as they:fallow Chriſt; r Cores: 2. Thelewes at dps 
#iochahd Barnkbar was miſled byfollowing: Ferers pra- 
Ailezrhobgh a Pillar inthe Churchwithoura Rule,Gel, 
2503s -Fourthly; ln thtetmeot ignorance God paſſed 
them by,andusalſo.o Butnowhe admoniſheth all men; 
ro whom the trueth is revealed zto repent ; 4517.50. 


G:RAA az: Tho PrayerBookein queſtion; is cortupt in:-many 
w things » Birſt-;the [matter of ſome Petirions ; is ſuchas 


weecanfloclay,dmetotin faith! as may be imſtanced 


ws, Cf p57 Inform Goes, astoinftaticein one ortwo for a taſte : 
n; Pace we; GolleF on the:tzSundayatfterTrinity,is prayed, 
if: 


at God would forgive us thoſe things: whereof. our 
ers 
dare 


f; £411 
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(25-) Hs 
gearenot preſume to aske. In the ColleRt for Innocents ny Gn b+ p41! 
day, itis ſaid, Almighty God, whoſe prayſe this day -#. Vin. 9augy 
the young Innocents thy witneſſes have confeſſed, and #u#n #v- py!) 
ſhewed forth,not in ſpeaking, but in dying: And in one FF 
of the Collects ro bee uſed for Morning . Prayer every 
Lords day, you pray for Biſhops and Curates, and all 
Congregations comitted to their charge: Now, if Con- 
gregations be not comitted ro Dioceſan Biſhops as they 
lay theyarec, (pure Divines) & if Paſtors of Churches be 
not theirCurates in all the Congregations, or if the Cu- 
rats under the Paſtors of the Churches be not Chriſts or- 
dinance, then you pray , that plants which God hath not 
planted, ſhould proſper in the Churches , which cannot qi; | 
. bedoneinFaith.. To omit divers others,the yery fitting «ru cn: tt. | 
. of Colle&s to certaine dayes, for holy Faſts, and Feaſts nd: Min *={ « 
not ſandified by God, ſavour of: ſuperſtition ; as, ſpeciall AM. 2 4 2 #: | 
Prayers for Lent, ſerving to countenance the keeping FN 
of it as a Religious Faſt, 8 the Colle& on good Friday , $2 
and on the holy dayes; Secondly, The maner of Pray- 


ing vaine Repetitions; as, the often repeating the Lords "#-. Lal Bl 1 1 
Prayer ;and,' Glory to the Father ; and, Lord have mercy © —_ 
. Upon us, &c. not out of feryency as Chriſt, and David, gr the 4- | 
and Daniel did, but out of forme meerely,this is expreſly bridgenene 
condemned Matth.6.12. Diſorderly Reſponfaries , the Y 557 | 
Clarke taking a parte of the Prayer outof the Miniſters pers,Pag. F 
mouth , contrary to the x Cor. 15.40. which allo in- 2+ #9 the \ 
troduceth an office into the Church, which God never **: | 
appointed; as alſo, the reading Curats are contrary to | 
. Ezekiel 44. $8. Now, the Prayer which we cannot offer | 
up in Faith, is contrary to Roman. 14.23. Heb. 11. VeGe h 
and Chap. 12. 28. 29. F | 
Secondly, Beſides the Booke, which for theſe hs = i 
.- E the D þ 18 lakes | 
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ſakes is brought into the Church , perverteththe right 


4 /u I: 11a: vie of the Scripture, diſmembreth and mi! happieth them 
S: fair. & 
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for making of Goſpels, Epiſtles, Leffons and Colledts , 
appointed for Feaſts of mens deviſing, and derived from 
the Papiſts, and it retaines a corrupt tranflation of the 
Pſalmes, & bringeth into the Church Apocrypha wri- 
tings and the errours contained in them. 

Some things may be found amiſle in the Prayers of- 
Miniſters , when they exerciſe rheir owne gifts, with 
which a'man cannot joyne -in Faith, yet that which is 
good is not to bee rejected for that which is evill, and 
why not in this caſe alſo e 

When the Miniſter exerciſeth his owne gift , Gods 
ordinance is obſerved, wherewithvI may communicate 
in Praying, as well as in Preaching, notwithſtanding 
his infrmities in either, which are but perſonall, and in 
fuch caſes the Rule warranteth men to try all things, and 
to hold that which is good, 1 The. 5.21. But when the 
Liturgie is read; an ordinance which is not'of God, but 
of man z is introduced into Gods Worſhip, contrary to | 
the ſecond Commandement., and therefore I muſt re- 

jet it, and have no communion with it. - 


2.0bjeftd, Suppoſetheſe tinted formes be not lawful, yet the | 


Anſov, 


L 


a. 


fault is not ours, but theirs thatimpoſe them, 
'Vntawfull commands in marrers of Religion eſpeci- 
ally, cannot be obeyed without finne, Hoa 5. 11, andit 
is afinne to walke after them many wayes: Firſt,againſt 
God,from whoſe Authoritic fo much is derogated as is' 
aſcribed ro mans:ordinance inthoſe matters, 2 Colt 2, 
22. 234 'Secondly, againſt our Superiours, whoſe con- 
ſciences are offended , they being imboldened to {mne, © 
whileſt they thinke that to be lawfully im MII 
| Y, 


hs amd 


”” bk. nd 
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(27.) 

by us reccaved and obeyd, x Cor.8.10.11.12. Thirdly, Z. 
againſt the preſent age & poſteritie, whileſkby our yeal- 
ding to unwarrantable impofitions, the reformation is 
hindered. Fourthly , againſt our ſelves, by partaking in + 
other mens ſinnes , 1. Cor. 11+ | WE 

This rather concernes the Miniſter whoſe actionit is, 3:0?je2- 
then the people. 2 000 

Whartſoever worſhip is offercd up to Godby the Mi- 4nſov. 
niſter, is in their name , & ſo the action of the Aﬀſem- 


bly then preſent, who are to declarc their afſent by fay- 


ing Amen, if itbe lawfull, if otherwiſe to call upon their 
Minier to fulfill the Miniſtrie which hee hath receaved 
of the Lord, Col.4.17. andas occaſion ſhall require to 
proceed further to declare their diſlike in ſuch a maner as 
is meet, cither by abſcnting. themſelves from. ir , or by 
other wayes declaring their diſlike, ſo as the whole 
Church may take notice of it. 


Whar if one reade on a Booke, or talke with others > 4+ Objeft., | 


or doe ſome thingelſ{ein the bottome of the Seat,whiles 
the Liturgie is reading, is not it ſufficient ? | mJ 

Publike diſorders muſt be publikely witneſſed againſt ; 42/vv. |! - 
I. Timot.5.20. that the Church may be edefied, if thar o | 
cannot be done, or be ctono purpoſe, men ought to ab- 
ſcnt themſelves from that a& of worſhip wherein they 
cannot joyne warrantably. 


\ 


I's 1 
But I cannot joyne with the Church in ſome ordinan- 5-0%e#?. \ | 


| cesof God without theſe - as, inthe reading of theScrip- 


tures, and in the Sacraments, and if I joyne not in Li- - 
turgie,T may looſe many good Sermon in Churches that 
are much frequented and thronged. fl } 
The an{were which the Miniſters of Scoz/and inthe exa- 4yſuv. {| 
mination of the five Articles enacted at Perth, whereby | 
ti | D 2 they 
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they juſtifie their not communicating at the Lords Table 


where the geſture is changed, and diſtributing the Ele+ 


ments by the Communicants is wanting , will ſerve for 


this purpoſe alſo by a parrety of Reafon; they ſay, wee 


are all bound to maintaine the puretie and integritic of 


Gods ordinances, and therefore cannot communicate 
in theſe caſes: noman will be ſo careleſſe of his legge or 
arme, as to ſuffer them to bee cut off, but will venture 
himſelfe for their preſervation, or the preſervation of the 
leaſt joynt of his fingers , howbeit they be not ſuch no- 
ble parts of the body, as the headand heart 5 without 
which the body cannot ſubſiſt , farre leſſe ought we to 
tollerate ſucha horrible ſtumbling blocke, as, kneeling 
in the aQof receaving the Sacramentall elements cating 
and drinking , whoſoeyer countenances ſuch Commus= 
nion is acceſlarie to that deformation and mutillation ; 
for if none would communicate with the Ringleadetrs 
and Introducers, they would be forced ro defift, and 
had defiſted long agoe,for ſhame: thekneeleristhe theef, 
the communicant-is the receayer. : Apply this tothe joy- 
ning in the Liturgie upon the ſame ground. Againe, 
they adde, ſome thinke they may ,-if they have libertie 
ro ſit themſelves, and to reach to the neareſt, but they 


- ſhould not looketo their owne perſonall priviledges , 


but to the libertic of the whole Church and Congre- 
gation whereof they are members. If ſome Cirizens 
would give way to the enemies, upon condition of their 
injoying. their owne libertie would nor they be coun- 
ted Traitors, and betrayers of the Cittie? But you will 
ſay , Shall I ſeparate from a Church? I anſwere ,-when 
a-Congregation is devided, that part which doth not 
communicate, is a patt. of that Church as wellas that 

hay US 23: SOUR NT which 
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(29.) 
which doth , and both make up one Congregation, or 
Church, howbeit they be devided in that particularac- 
tion : as both partes of the houſe makes but one houſe, 
notwithſtanding there be a rift in the wall, yet it is hard 
fay you, to want the benefit and comfort of the Sacra- 
ment, bur what comfort or benefit canyou finde if you 
be acceſſarie to the introduction of ſuch alterations, GexThe greet . BJ 
ſetting of ſuch ſtumbling blockes, in the Congregation? gre ff 
When we cannot communicate-but by committing a of Rome. 
finne, our forbearance is no. contempt , and the Lord, 
who hath promiſed to be a little Sanuarie to his peo- 
ple,when they were to be ſcattered among theheathen, 

Ezekiel 11. 16. will ſupply our wants.” DoRor Feathly Pag. 204. 
faith, That neither the'onely nor principall thing ro be = 
regarded in the Sacrament, is our benefit, but Gods 

glory, and teſtification of our obedience ,. to his ordi- 

nance, Zeza ſaith, (4) Wee cannot ſeeme to have con- (a) Conf. 
temned, who axe not permitted to partake of.them as 4 
they are appointed by the Lord ; farre be it from us to 
imagine-any cauſes of necefſitie by which wee may vio- +. 

late the Lords ordinance..: This anſwere may ſerve, if 

the caſe were ſo hard that they could.not have the occa- | 
fion of the right and pure adminiſtration of the Sacrae "by 
mentselſewhere. But (prayſed be God) as yet they:may 
have ir not farre from the doores ; theſe be the wordes 
apply them to the caſe in queſtion, and anſwere your 


i1 
4 


| 


F 
[ 
{ 
: 
i 
f 


't 
| BE | 


may come thereon,.Rom- 3. 8. foranunlawfull act wit- i 
tingly and willingly done, defilerha'man; Marke7. 27 «#4. |j 
and to them thatare defiled nothing is pure., Titus 1.15. | 
no not the very Sacramenr,nor any. other Ordinance of (} 
| — >. 0 3 _ _n_ | 


- : The Rule iscleere , wee muſt not doeecvill that good 2, _ 
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God, and God doth more ſtritly binde us to abſtaine 
from what hee forbids, then to doe what is commaun- 
ded, for almoſt all the Commandements of the Deca- 
logue are negative,andnegativecommandements binde 
alwayes, and to every moment of time, fo doth nor af- 
firmatives, but as circumſtances require, ſo that if the 
queſtion bee, ſeeing I cannot doe both, which ſhall I 
chooſe and refuſe? the anſwere is, Obedience is better 
then {Sacrifice ,' 1- Se. 15» 32, I mult zather forbeare 
the good how great foever, then commit the evill how 
lietle foever;therefore this order is ſet forourobedience, 


_ firſteſchewevill, thendoe good, T/alm. 34 14, E/4j 1.16. 


x7: Againe, notthe want but the. contempt of the Sa- 
crament ſhall be imputed co menfor finne, for the Paſſes 
over was as necefſarie to be receayed of the Iewes once 
ayeare, as the Lords Supper isat any time now,and yct 
in caſe of legall pollation , or being from home in a 


journey, they were watrantedto beablcatfrom it, Num, 


TO«'TJ> 31 SY | : 
Prayer and Preaching, and Praycr and Reading,and 
Prayeratthe Sacrameats aredifferent ordinaces,though 
they ought ro goc together in their right. ule, yer they 
may be {evered,and therefore wee muſt looke that they 
aretawfull , and diſtinct one from another : the lawfull 
Preaching of the Wordewillnot excuſe us for joyning 
with unlawtull Prayers,the goodneflc of Preaching will 
not beare out the corruptions in. Praying, the good 


- Wheat will not makethe Tares-good, but the Tares ra- 


ther will choake: the Whett , dJoccorruptions in one or« 
dance will notbetteranother,nor bebettered by it,but 
corcupeit, andmakeit worle-intime, asweeſodeſpiſing 


of Prophecying and/a {light account of the Miniſters 


gifts 


- 
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becauſe ſome have fotind their hearts much cheared & 
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(31-) - ona. 
gifts in Preaching , accompany the ſtinting of the M- 
niſters to mens formes' in praying , : for the impaſers 
thercof accountsthe Church ſufficiently provided for 
with the Liturgie, and the Bookeof Homelies, and val- 
lues the Miniſters more for their conformitieinrea ling, 
then for their gifts in Preaching. | 
Some finde by experience that*they have receaved 6, Objec? | 
muchgood and comfort in the Worde and Sacraments, |. 
even when they have joyned in that Booke prayer and 
ſtinted Service, therefore it is lawfull, - h 
. I deniethe Argument : For, firſt , the lawfulneffe of 4»/ov, 
ations muſt bee proved not by events, bur by Rule, 
Mich. 6.8. Secondly ,- by ſuch reaſoning aman may . 2 
prove all Popiſh vanities Jawfull, as, kneeling tn the a& 
of receaving, for they have had much-comfort in fo ” 
receaving their Maker ; ſo, for Organs and Inſtruments 
of Muſicke,to be uſed in fingingPſalmes in the Church, 


lifred upto Heaven almoſt thereby; fo, forImages to be 
uſed, for the heipe of mens deyotion- m worſhipping 
God, becauſe ſome have found their ſpirits much ſtir- 
red up by them ;o, for ſaying over ſo many Tater nofers, 
Ave Maryes , and Prayers by number on their Beads , 
becauſe many have found much” comfort therein. Se- 
condly , That good andcoinfort whereof men ſpeake, is 
in ſome a meere fancy;arifing from a falſe peace within, 
cauſed by ignorance,or the fence of colcience;in ſome, 
a meeredelufion of Sathan , whereby he holdeth ſuper- 
ſitious perſons in love with their Blinde devorions ; in 
ſome others a. common worke of the ſpirit, which hy- 
pocrites may feele in-the ordinances, without being ac- 
- cepted 
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+ ceptediin what they doe. : Lally, Tt is-in fomea ſan&i- 
|, fring and ſaving worke of-the ſpirit,and then itis Gods 
q bleffing ypon his owne ordinance, whereunto they pre- 
88 pare their whole hearts, not.upon;mens owne warrant. 


5h 


... 
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" rance, God mercifully. pardoning:theſ& igforances,, 
- though hee is difpleaſed at-their inventions, Z/al.gg.8- 
But this helpeth not themwho are willingly-ignoranr 
{3 of any duty, or ſlightany knowne finne, Prov. 19.16. 
.. 3. However, it pleaſeth our: merciful God to: paſſe by 
*% the timesof our ignorance, yetnow hee calls upon us 
by to repent» 4,17. 30. If now weeſhall ſhut our eyes 
' | againſtthelightthar is offered, or take liberty'to finne, 
| becauſe wee thinke the matter isnot great, what com-! 


i | fort | 


. + 6: 29g ſcience toapply our ſelyes-ro it ,.as GadSoftinance,and! 
' not. wee-onely., but-alſo all the Churches throughout 
the World ; If not, we are bound to witneſleagainſt ir: 
AY \ .*Confider-what I fay , and the LORD give you - 
; -- underſtanding inallthings. What Lhave writ- 
> _- ;ten;is the perſwaſion of my heart, yet T 
F . ,;.. ſubmit it to examination of the 
424147 147. + 2 | godly Learned by* 
EN ES cs - . OCripture.. , 


| o d m"_ £ k % : A; p : x" * @ 

| LY OY ing:which Gods Wordallowes, weearebound in con- 
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-able deviſes, whertewith-rhey are deftied through igno- 


r, blefling ican-wee expe hereafter in any ordi- 


It nance?, Pal, 5016.17: OAT <3 (L243. 
' To;conclude, If reading.the Liturgie bee thapray- 
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